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For a Zero 
Horizon Atlas 
of the Landscapes 

Lost and rediscovered 
ecotones

08
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Sailing along the Po River means discovering a different dimension 
of traveling, where the horizon of looking resets to zero until 
it corresponds to the edge of the land running along the banks. 
This Zero Horizon encounters multiple landscapes and eco-cultural 
heritages. This incredible variety makes it possible to look 
at navigation as a unique opportunity for discovery, along with 
unexpected trajectories between the water plane and its territories.  
The Atlas constitutes a psycho-geographical survey of these places: 
true ecotones-areas of transition between homogeneous ecosystems 
and environments. Surveyed through dynamic graphic mappings, such 
as photographic snapshots or the logbook, these presences narrate 
a visual and emotional journey that is both a knowledge tool and 
a design tool. It identifies possible places for redesigning the river 
waterfront (such as docking, resting, and reception systems) and for 
enhancing the existing material and immaterial heritage that has 
not yet been systematized (such as water-engineering works, secondary 
historical-architectural elements, etc.), as well as the definition 
of wine-gastronomic and nature trails. 
This mapping could not, however, fail to take into account the 
catastrophic events of this summer. This is why, alongside the 
traditional representation of the river, there is another, mirrored 
one, which shows the profile of the reduced flow of water and the 
shallows. This is the reality today and any planning will have to take 
this into account. If therefore, at a political level, management and 
protection policies adequate to counter climate change must be urged, 
the Atlas will have to define interventions capable of interacting 
with two antithetical conditions: the presence and absence of water.

/80 > 85/ 
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/Railroad museum of the Suzzara-Ferrara line

A first proposal 
takes shape in 
Sermide, for the 
ecotone linking 
the industrial 
activities of the 
recent past, and 
concerns the 
railway station, 
now disused, 
of the historic 
Suzzara-Ferrara 
line, of which 
an evocative 
three-dimensional 
version in wire 
mesh is proposed, 
populated,in 
augmented reality, 
by its original 
users, as access, 
along the tracks, 
to a museum 
route.

MASTERPLAN LEGEND 
 
1. deposit: 
  outdoor event 
area  

2. permanent 
  installation: 
  Memorabilia  
3. train station: 

cafe, 
  guesthouse, 
  museum  
4. exhibition train 
  coaches  
5. exhibition 

pavilion; 
conference; 

  iron workshop  
6. former workshop
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 > Teleferica dello Zuccherificio di Sermide 
(Zip line of the Sermide Sugar Refinery), early 20th 
century. Courtesy of Comune di Sermide e Felonica
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